The  Contest of Ideals

its own strength and the ignorance of inexperience in all
that concerns the administration of a world-empire, feeling
the growth within it and reaching forth, as do all growing
crowds, came to hope and then to strive for the universal
dominion which the rest of the world will not suffer.
Hence the great war. Once begun, war itself reacted upon
both contending groups, consolidating their overcrowdship,
diminishing internal rivalries, and formulating divergent
ideals which became as it were the flags of the opposing
hosts.

The fundamental ideal of modern Germany is an ideal
of national discipline under the guidance of science; but
this degenerated in the popular mind to a mere passion
for "Germany over all." For war-purposes there was
small temptation to put forward abstract ideals. The
whole German movement has been concrete from the
beginning: the aim of all its discipline and science being
mere material wealth and physical dominion. The "Kul-
"tur" they talk of means that and nothing more. The
growth of this ideal has been accompanied by a correspond-
ing development of crowd-conceit, which finds expression
in such statements as the Kaiser's: "There is but one
"will and that is mine!" or Professor Lassen's: "We are
"morally and intellectually superior to all men. We are
"peerless. So too are our organisations and institutions."
This is the language of crowd-exponents. "Kultur" does
not pretend to include the German idealism of the past.
What it does include, however, that is fine and precious
is the magnificent national discipline which the foes of
Germany should be the first to recognise, admire, and
imitate. This discipline has been accomplished in the
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